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Description: This step by step instructional doc for VSTO 2005 (Whidbey) gives a developer a huge jump over the learning curve of the technology and a great idea of it’s capabilities.
Exercise 1: Demonstrate the integrated design-time experience.

1. Open Microsoft Visual Studio 2005.

2. Select File > New > Project... from the menu bar.

3. Click on Visual Basic on the left, then Excel Application on the right.

4. Create a name for the project or use the default and click OK.

5. On the next dialog, make sure Create a new document is selected and click Finish.

6. After Visual Studio finishes creating the project, you will see the Excel spreadsheet hosted inside of the IDE.

7. Notice how the Excel Toolbar has been integrated within the Visual Studio dev environment.

Exercise 2: Demonstrate hosting of managed Windows Forms controls.

1. If the Toolbox is not visible, select View > Toolbox from the menu bar.

2. Expand the Windows Forms controls category of the Toolbox.

3. Drag a DateTimePicker control and a Button onto the Excel Spreadsheet, keeping the default names.

4. Double-click the Button control to create an event handler for the button's Click event.

5. Add the following line of code to the event handler:
MessageBox.Show(DateTimePicker1.Value.Date)

6. Select Debug > Start from the menu bar.

7. Test the project by selecting a date and clicking the button.

Exercise 3: Demonstrate the characteristics of extended Office controls.

1. Go back to the Excel spreadsheet by clicking on the appropriate tab of the Visual Studio editor.

2. Expand the Excel Controls category of the Toolbox.

3. Drag a NamedRange control onto the Excel Spreadsheet and select a single cell as the target.

4. Double-click the NamedRange control to create an event handler for the control’s Change  event.

5. Add the following line of code to the event handler:
MessageBox.Show(Target.Text)

6. Select Debug > Start from the menu bar.

7. Test the project by entering a value in the cell referenced by the NamedRange control and then selecting another cell.

If an instance of SQL Server is not available, skip this & go to the next exercise.

Exercise 4: Demonstrate the data integration with SQL Server.

1. Go back to the Excel spreadsheet by clicking on the appropriate tab of the Visual Studio editor.

2. Drag a ListObject control onto the Excel Spreadsheet and select a single cell as the target.

3. Select Data > Add New Data Source... from the menu bar.

4. Click Next>, select Database, and click Next> again.

5. On the following wizard pane, click New Connection....

6. Specify an instance of SQL Server and the associated login information, and select the Northwind database.

7. Click OK and then click Next> twice.

8. Put a check in the box next to Tables and click Finish
9. Make sure that the ListObject control is selected.
10. In the properties window, click the drop button next to DataSource.

11. Expand Other Data Sources > Project Data Sources > NorthwindDataSet and select the Customers table.

12. Select Debug > Start from the menu bar.

Exercise 5: Demonstrate the Document Actions panel by adding a user control to the office task pane.

1. In the Solution Explorer window, right-click on the project name.

2. Select Add > User Control... and accept the default name.

3. Expand the Windows Forms controls category of the Toolbox.

4. Drag a Button onto the User Control, keeping the default names.

5. Double-click the Button control to create an event handler for the button's Click event.

6. Add the following line of code to the event handler:
Globals.Sheet1.NamedRange1.Value2 = “Hello World”

7. In the Solution Explorer window, right-click on ThisWorkbook.vb and select View Code.

8. Add the following line of code to the ThisWorkbook_Initialize event handler:
ActionsPane.Controls.Add(New UserControl1)

9. Select Debug > Start from the menu bar.

10. Test the project by clicking on the button in the Document Actions panel.
Exercise 6: Demonstrate the Global Object and Windows Forms integration by adding a right click event to the list control.
1. Create the ShowDataFrom Windows Form by right clicking on the project and choosing “Add” then “Windows Form”

2. Rename the form to ShowDataForm.vb

3. Drag a text box onto the form.  Choose View Code.  

4. Choose the ViewDataForm events object.  Create a Form load event.  Paste the following code into the form load event:

        
TextBox1.Text = Globals.Sheet1.Application.ActiveCell.Value

5. Select the User Control from Sheet1 in design view and then select view code from the menu.

6. Choose the List1_BeforeRightClick event.  Paste the following code:


ShowDataPopup.ShowPopup()

Cancel = True

7. Add the following code at the top of the sheet1 class:
    
Private ShowDataPopup As CommandBar

    
Private WithEvents ShowDataPopupButton As CommandBarButton

8. Add the following code to the Sheet1_Initialize:
AddShowDataMenu()

9. Add the following Public Sub after the List1_BeforeRightClick event:
    Public Sub AddShowDataMenu()

        Try

            ShowDataPopup = Application.CommandBars.Add("Show Data Popup", MsoBarPosition.msoBarPopup, , True)

            ShowDataPopupButton = ShowDataPopup.Controls.Add(MsoControlType.msoControlButton)

            ShowDataPopupButton.Caption = "Show Details?"

        Catch ex As Exception

            MessageBox.Show(ex.Message, "Error adding ShowData Popup")

        End Try

    End Sub
10. Choose the ShowDataPopupData object from Code view.  Create a Click event and paste the following code:

        Try

            Dim f As New ShowDataForm

            f.ShowDialog()

            If DialogResult.OK Then

                f.Dispose()

            End If

        Catch ex As Exception

            MessageBox.Show(ex.Message, "Error adding ShowData Form")

        End Try

11. Select Debug > Start from the menu bar.

12. Test the project by right clicking on any row in the list object.

ClickOnce for VSTO is only available in Beta 2 and beyond
If a web server is not available to deploy to skip this step or deploy to a file path.
Exercise 7: Demonstrate VSTO deployment with ClickOnce

1. Select Build > Publish Solution from the menu bar.
2. From the ClickOnce Wizard, specify a publishing location for your application.  It can be a web site, ftp server or file path.  Browse to or choose a URL path on localhost like: http://localhost/VSTOApplication1
3. Click Next>, then select Whether the application will be available offline or not. Click Next>
4. Choose a key file to sign your VSTO Application by choosing <create new strong name key>.  Click Next>
5. Click Finish to publish the application.  Internet Explorer will automatically open to the ClickOnce deployment site
6. Deploy the application form the link in the ClickOnce Page
7. Run the application from the Start menu in Windows
